
Genesis 24-36 
The Life of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

 
1. Basic Outline: 

A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
1.  The Creation of The World and Man (1-2) 
2.  The Corruption of Man, The Fall (3-5) 
3.  The Destruction of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
4.  The Dispersion of Man, The Nations (10-11) 

B.  Four People: the election of a nation and the preparation for 
the redeemer (Gen 12-50) 
1.  Abraham (the father of faith and the nation Israel) (12-23) 
2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 
3.  Jacob (scheming and chastening) (27-36) 

  4.  Joseph (suffering and glory) (37-50) 
 
2. Extended Outline: 
 A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
  1.  The Creation Of The World And Man. (1-2) 
   a. Original Creation.  1:1 
   b. Day One.  1:2-5 
   c. The Second Day.  1:6-8 
   d. The Third Day.  1:9-13 
   e. The Fourth Day.  1:14-19 
   f. The Fifth Day.  1:20-23 
   g. The Sixth Day.  1:24-31 
   h. The Seventh Day.  2:1-3 
   i. The Man and the Garden.  2:4-9 
   j. The River and its Branches.  2:10-14 
   k. The Test.  2:15-17 
   l. The Woman.  2:18-25 
  2.  The Corruption Of Man, The Fall. (3-5) 
   a. The Fall.  3:1-7 

b. The Discipline.  3:8-19 
c. The Solution.  3:20-21 
d. The Expulsion.  3:22-24 
e. Cain’s Sin.  4:1-8 
f. Cain’s Discipline.  4:9-15 
g. Cain’s Escape.  4:16 
h. Cain’s Line.  4:17-22 
i. Lamech’s Line.  4:23-24 
j. The Line of Seth.  4:25-26 
k. The Title of the Line.  5:1-2 
l. The Line of Adam.  5:3-5 
m. The Line of Seth.  5:6-8 
n. The Line of Enosh.  5:9-11 
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o. The Line of Kenan.  5:12-14 
p. The Line of Mahalalel.  5:15-17 
q. The Line of Jared.  5:18-20 
r. The Line of Enoch.  5:21-24 
s. The Line of Methusaleh.  5:25-27 
t. The Line of Lamech.  5:28-31 
u. The Line of Noah. 5:32 

  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   a. The Ante-Diluvians.  6:1-4 
   b. Their Sin and Discipline.  6:5-8 
   c. Noah and his Generation.  6:9-11 
   d. Instructions to Noah-Build an Ark.  6:12-22 
   e. Instructions to Noah-Fill the Ark.  7:1-5 
   f. The Flood Begins.  7:6-12 
   g. The Flood Prevails.  7:13-24 
   h. The Flood Recedes.  8:1-5 
   i. Seeking Wisdom to Exit.  8:6-12 
   j. The Exit.  8:13-19 
   k. Thanksgiving Sacrifices.  8:20-22 
   l. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   m. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 
   n. The Sons of Noah.  9:18-19 
   o. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
   p. Noah’s Death.  9:28-29 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   a. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   b. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   c. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   d. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   e. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   f. The True History.  10:32 
   g. The Tower of Babel.  11:1-9 
   h. Chronology of the Sons of Shem.  11:10-25 
   i. The Sons of Terah.  11:26-32 
 

Genesis 12 
 

B.  Four People: the election of a nation and the preparation for 
the redeemer (Gen 12-50) 
1.  Abraham (the father of faith and the nation Israel) (12-23) 

   a. The Promise to Abraham-The Test of Faith.  12:1-3 
   b. Compliance-My Way.  12:4-9 
   c. Failure of Fear.  12:10-16 
   d. An Unbeliever’s Rebuke.  12:17-20 
   e. Strife with Canaanites.  13:1-7 
   f. Compliance-God’s Way.  13:8-13 
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g. Ratification of Innumerable Descendents Promise.  
13:14-18 

   h. Strife Between Countries.  14:1-12 
   i. Abraham’s Military Victory.  14:13-16 
   j. Honor to Melchizedek.  14:17-24 
   k. Abraham’s Vision.  15:1-11 
   l. The Promise of Oppression. 15:12-16 
   m. Ratification of Real Estate Promise.  15:17-21 
   n. Sarai’s Intervention.  16:1-6 
   o. The Promise to Hagar. 16:7-14 
   p. The Timing.  16:15-16 
   q. The Promise Reiterated.  17:1-8 
   r. The Sign of Circumcision.  17:9-14 
   s. Sarai’s New Name.  17:15-22 
   t. Compliance with the Sign.  17:23-27 
   u. Divine Visitation.  18:1-8 
   v. Sarah’s Laugh.  18:9-15 

w. Divine Inclusion.  18:16-21 
   x. Abraham’s Intervention.  18:22-33 
   y. Lot’s Visitation.  19:1-11 
   z. Lot’s Warning to Family.  19:12-14 
   a1. Lot’s Deliverance.  19:15-22 
   b1. Lot’s Wife.  19:23-26 
   c1. Abraham’s Witness.  19:27-28 
   d1. Abraham’s Difference.  19:29 
   e1. Lot’s Failure.  19:30-38 
   f1. Abraham’s Fear.  20:1-7 
   g1. Abimelech’s Rebuke.  20:8-18 
   h1. Isaac is Born.  21:1-7 
   i1. The Weaning of Isaac.  21:8-14 
   j1. Hagar’s Cry to God.  21:15-19 
   k1. Ishmael’s Life.  21:20-21 
   l1. Abimelech’s Request.  21:22-26 
   m1. The Covenant with Abimelech.  21:27-34 
   n1. Orders to Sacrifice Isaac.  22:1-8 
   o1. Compliance.  22:9-14 
   p1. Ratification of Promise of Messiah.  22:15-19 
   q1. The Children of Nahor and Milchah.  22:20-24 
   r1. Sarah’s Death and Burial Plot.  23:1-16 
   s1. The Location and Significance.  23:17-20 

2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 
3.  Jacob (scheming and chastening) (27-36) 

  4.  Joseph (suffering and glory) (37-50) 
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Genesis 24 
 
1. Basic Outline: 

A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
1.  The Creation of The World and Man (1-2) 
2.  The Corruption of Man, The Fall (3-5) 
3.  The Destruction of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
4.  The Dispersion of Man, The Nations (10-11) 

B.  Four People: the election of a nation and the preparation for 
the redeemer (Gen 12-50) 
1.  Abraham (the father of faith and the nation Israel) (12-23) 
2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 

   a. A Servant’s Assignment.  24:1-9 
   b. A Servant’s Prayer.  24:10-14 
   c. A Servant’s Thanksgiving.  24:15-27 
   d. A Servant’s Focus.  24:28-49 
   e. A Servant’s Trust.  24:50-60 
   f. A Servant’s Success.  24:61-67 
   g. Abraham’s Final Years.  25:1-11 
   h. Ishmael’s Descendants.  25:12-18 
   i. Isaac’ Twins.  25:19-26 
   j. Their Differences.  25:27-34 
   k. Isaac’s Weaknesses.  26:1-11 
   l. Isaac’s Blessings.  26:12-17 
   m. Isaac’s Timidity.  26:18-22 
   n. Isaac’s Encouragement.  26:23-25 
   o. Isaac’s Treaty.  26:26-33 
   p. Esau’s Role.  26:34-35 

3.  Jacob (scheming and chastening) (27-36) 
  4.  Joseph (suffering and glory) (37-50) 
 
True Servants: 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 
2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 
4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
 
William Carey:  Expect great things from God.  Attempt great things for 
God. 
 
This first paragraph will teach some wisdom principles: 
 Principles of being a wise master. 
 Principles of being a wise servant. 
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Wisdom Principles:  James 3:13-18 
Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 
This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, 
demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 
18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace. 
 
Genesis 24:1 = The Extent of Abraham’s Blessing. 
 
Now Abraham was old (140 cf 25:20; Sarah had been dead for three years), 
advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed (Piel Perfect BARAK = to heap 
treasure upon) Abraham in every way. 
 
24:1 L.T.  Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and Yahweh had 
blessed Abraham in every way.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Post-Diluvian civilization had felt the effects of no canopy 

because the life spans were rapidly decreasing. 
 
2. The time frame is around 1810 B.C. and Shem is still alive. 
(We are not told about him, where he lives or anything else.  Was he 
Melchizedek?  Possibly.) 
 
3. Both masters and servants get to share God’s blessings. 
 
4. Abraham was blessed:  
 A. Spiritually with promises from God.  
 B. Relationally with family, friends and allies.  
 C. Physically with old age and good health.  
  (will remarry, live 35 more years and have a lot more kids)  

D. Financially with cattle, sheep, servants, silver and a small 
piece of land. 

E. Militarily with victory over oppressors. 
 
5. His blessings were for obedience.  Cf 26:5 
(Not all of these are guaranteed in time for everyone who obeys.  Jesus?) 
 
6. Abraham is facing the test of old age, how much longer?   
(He has made it to a “good old age” as promised of God, but does not know how 
much longer he has. But no grandson yet and Isaac is not too interested.) 
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Principle:  Blessed lives, even when old, still have opportunities to serve. 
 
Genesis 24:2 = Abraham’s Request. 
 
And Abraham said to his servant (relationship), the oldest of his household 
(mature), who had charge of all that he owned (trusted), "Please (NA’ = please 
is in the text and thus an integral part of the narrative) place your hand under 
my thigh (in the genital area),  
 
24:2 L.T.  And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, 
who had charge of all that he owned, "Please place your hand under my 
thigh,  
 
Summary: 
1. This is probably Eliezer (to whom God is help). Gen 15:2  
(whose name is mentioned about 60 years earlier, but his name is not mentioned 
in this chapter.)  Abram said, "O Lord God, what will You give me, since I am 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  
 
2. He is simply known here as, “Abraham’s servant,” which infers he 

has the attitude of a true servant.  Luke 17:7-10 
 "Which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he 
has come in from the field, 'Come immediately and sit down to eat'? 8 "But will he 
not say to him, ' Prepare something for me to eat, and properly  clothe yourself 
and serve me while I eat and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink'? 9 "He 
does not thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, 
does he? 10 "So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, 
say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have 
done.'" 
 
3. Abraham makes an important request of his trusted servant.  
(The  groin area was viewed at the seat of procreative strength and thus is 
viewed as precious. It takes trust on both parties for this request to be made.  
Abraham is exposing the most sensitive area of his anatomy, the servant is 
accepting a position of complete trust and confidence by the master. This is an 
oath of allegiance that has serious future ramifications that will affect future 
generations. Trust is built by history.) 
 
Principle:  A wise servant has integrity which builds trust. 
 
Principle:  A wise master is willing to trust those who have proven 
themselves. 
 
Genesis 24:3 = Thou Shalt Not. 
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and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, 
that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, 
among whom I live (in Hebron),  
 
24:3 L.T.  and I will make you swear by Yahweh, Elohim of heaven and 
Elohim of earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live,  
 
Genesis 24:4 = Thou Shalt. 
 
but you shall go to my country (Ur of the Chaldees) and to my relatives, and 
take a wife for my son Isaac." 
 
24:4 L.T.  but you shall go to my country and to my relatives, and take a 
wife for my son Isaac."  
 
Summary: 
1. This is still a request, but if accepted, carries a requirement. 
 
2. Abraham is asking his servant to accept an extremely important 

assignment, to find a wife for Isaac. 
 
3. The servant will have to take an oath in front of Abraham’s God, 

which no one would take lightly after being a witness of His work 
through the years. 

 
4. The Canaanites were decadent people and evidently Abraham had 

not witnessed any true believers around him. Gen 15:16  
(Abraham knew it and that one day they would be removed because their land 
had been promised to him, but the “iniquity of the Amorites was not yet 
complete.”)  
 
5. The servant’s assignment was to find a wife from where Abraham 

once lived. 
 
Principle:  Wise masters lead others to see that needs are fulfilled. 
 
Principle:  Wise masters are clear with requests and instructions. 
 
Genesis 24:5 = The Servant’s Question. 
 
And the servant said to him, "Suppose (‘ULAI = adverb of possibility, perhaps; 
recognizes the woman’s volition) the woman will not be willing (Qal IPF 
‘ABAH = 1st of 55x; root means to “breathe after” hence be inclined or 
willing) to follow me to this land; should I take your son back to the land from 
where you came?" 
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24:5 L.T.  And the servant said to him, "Suppose the woman will not be 
willing to follow me to this land; should I take your son back to the land 
from where you came?"  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant seeks clarification for his personal questions. 
 
2. Immediately, he begins to think about various scenarios. 
 (Eliezer is called because he is trusted, then listens to the request) 
 
Principle:  Wise servants carefully listen to their master’s words. 
 
Principle:  Wise masters give their servants the freedom to ask questions. 
 
Principle:  Wise servants consider optional assignments before accepting 
them.  (not impulsive without considering other factors, the “cost” etc.) 
 
Genesis 24:6 = A Clear Answer. 
 
Then Abraham said to him, "Beware (Niph Imp SHAMAR = to be kept, 
preserved etc. a forceful prohibition; guard yourself; this is a clear 
indication that although it was a request, Abraham is still the authority) lest 
you take my son back there! 
 
24:6 L.T.  Then Abraham said to him, "Beware lest you take my son back 
there!  
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham is very clear and actually warns his servant against taking 

Isaac to Ur to find a wife. 
 
2. Abraham trusts his servant but not Isaac’s mental state after the 

death of his mother.  Cf 24:67 
 
3. As long as he has authority and power he will not permit the child of 

promise to visit his earthly homeland. 
 
Principle:  Wise masters can give forceful instructions when needed. 
 
Principle:  Wise servants can receive forceful instructions. 
 
Genesis 24:7 = Abraham Applies the Promise of God. 
 
"The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the 
land of my birth, and who spoke to me, and who swore to me, saying, 'To your 
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descendants (seed) I will give this land,' He will send (Gen 20:7, God told 
Abimelech that Abraham was a prophet, so Abraham is prophesying) His 
angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there. 
 
24:7 L.T.  "Yahweh, Elohim of heaven, who took me from my father's house 
and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me, and who swore to me, 
saying, 'To your seed I will give this land,' He will send His angel before 
you, and you will take a wife for my son from there.  
 
William Carey:  the future is as bright as the promises of God. 
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham has learned how to apply the promises of God. 
 
2. Notice that he is acutely aware of the magnitude to which Isaac 

misses his mother.  Cf 24:67 
 
3. Without specific instructions he will not go back to the land God told 

him to leave. 
 
4. As a prophet he knows that God will bless this trip with an angel to 

guide, which indicates that God has revealed this to him.   
(Things don’t happen because a prophet says it will for he does not possess that 
power; for he is simply a messenger; they happen because God knows what will 
happen and has revealed it.) 
 
Principle:  Wise masters instill confidence in their servants. 
(He shares what has been revealed to him, that Yahweh Elohim will bless his 
journey.  Sounds like he has been talking to the Lord about this.)   
 
Genesis 24:8 = Abraham Is Reasonable. 
 
But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this my 
oath; only do not take my son back there." 
 
24:8 L.T.  But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free 
from this my oath; only do not take my son back there."  
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham recognizes the woman’s volition is an issue. 
  
2. Notice he speaks of one woman, not several. 
 
3. If she is not willing, then the oath is cancelled. 
 
Principle:  Wise masters are reasonable.   
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(They allow for God’s will and trust him, but they also know what is not His will 
and seek to get others to strictly adhere to it.) 
 
Genesis 24:9 = The Servant Accepts the Assignment. 
 
So the servant placed his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and 
swore to him concerning this matter. 
 
24:9 L.T.  So the servant placed his hand under the thigh of Abraham his 
master, and swore to him concerning this matter.  
 
Summary: 
1. The wise and willing servant accepted this crucial assignment. 
(It would be difficult to believe that this man who had been with Abraham so long 
would not know about the promises to Abraham. He would have also seen God 
work in amazing ways.  He had been circumcised. He was probably there with 
Abraham when Isaac was born, and even Ishmael.  He had seen the his master 
send the infidel son away and his mother. He had seen the incident with 
Abimelech and the contract over the wells. I believe this man was a friend as well 
as a servant.) 
 
2. He knew the mission and the restrictions. 
 
3. He was given the freedom to determine the details of the selection. 
 
Principle:  Wise servants have the courage to trust a wise master and seek 
to serve him even with difficult assignments. 
 
True Servants: 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 
2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 
4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
 
Genesis 24:10 = Preparation for the Journey and Assignment. 
 
Then the servant took ten camels from the camels of his master, and set out with 
a variety of good things of his master's in his hand; and he arose, and went to 
Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. (Based on Gen 11:28-32 this is probably in 
or around Ur of the Chaldees; a straight line across the Arabian desert is 
500 miles. At 20 miles/day it is about a 25 day trip. Traveling north to Haran 
then down the Euphrates is longer still.  This was not an easy journey no 
matter the route.  The servant had a lot of time to think. Ur is on the west 
bank of the Euphrates which will one day belong to Abraham.) 
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24:10 L.T.  Then the servant took ten camels from the camels of his master, 
and set out with a variety of good things of his master's in his hand; and he 
arose, and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor.  
 
Genesis 24:11 = A Test. 
 
And he made the camels kneel down (Hiph BARAK = root meaning to “kneel 
down” normally translated “blessed”) outside the city by the well of water at 
evening time, the time when women go out to draw water.  
 
24:11 L.T.  And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well 
of water at evening time, the time when women go out to draw water.  
 
Genesis 24:12 = His Prayer. 
 
And he said, "O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, please grant me success 
(Hiph Imp + NA’ of QARAH = 1st of 27x; to meet; come in contact with, find; 
the object is implied which is the object of his search, a wife for Isaac) 
today (“today” is in text), and show lovingkindness (CHESEDH) to my master 
Abraham.  
 
24:12 L.T.  And he said, "O Yahweh, Elohim of my adonai Abraham, please 
cause me to contact today a wife for Isaac, and show lovingkindness to my 
adonai Abraham.  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant has made a long journey and has now arrived.  He prays 

for immediate success. 
 
2. The servant’s prayer is for both he and Abraham. 
 (His humility runs deep.) 
 
3. Notice the servant’s unselfishness and plea for grace for his master.  

Php 2:3-4 
 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 

regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4  do not merely 
look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others.  

 
4. He is not simply there to carry out a mission but he is there to please 

his master.  2 Cor 5:9-10 
 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be 

pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  
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Principle:  Wise servants ask God to bless their service to their earthly 
authorities. 
 
Principle:  They are not afraid to ask for immediate success. 
 
Genesis 24:13 = His Observation. 
 
“Behold, I am standing by the spring, and the daughters of the men of the city are 
coming out to draw water; 
 
24:13 L.T.  “Behold, I am standing by the spring, and the daughters of the 
men of the city are coming out to draw water; 
 
Summary: 
1. Even though tired from the journey, the servant is observant of the 

culture. 
 
2. He relates the situation to the Lord, which is more for his own 

benefit. 
 
Principle:  Wise servants recognize and adapt to cultural situations. 
 
Genesis 24:14 = A Request for Special Guidance. 
 
now may it be that the girl to whom I say, 'Please (request) let down your jar 
(KADH = 1st of 18x; a vessel that would both draw and carry water; normally 
carried on the shoulders) so that I may drink,' and who answers, 'Drink, and I 
will water your (ten) camels also' (Camels can drink 30 Gal of water an hour 
and up to 50 gal over several hours.  This is 300-500 gallons of water or 6-
10, 55 gal drums. She has a jar, probably less than 5 gal (40 lbs)); —  may 
she be the one whom Thou hast appointed for Thy servant (add: for, Isaac is 
not designated as a “servant,” yet) Isaac; and by this I shall know that Thou 
hast shown lovingkindness to my master." 
 
24:14 L.T.  now may it be that the girl to whom I say,' Please let down your 
jar so that I may drink,' and who answers,' Drink, and I will water your 
camels also'; —  may she be the one whom You have appointed for Your 
servant, for Isaac; and by this I shall know that You have shown 
lovingkindness to my adonai."  
 
Summary: 
1. Based on the situation the servant develops a plan of action and 

asks for the Lord’s blessing. 
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2. This servant is looking for another servant who will not need orders 
nor prompting to serve. 

 
3. He will initiate the conversation with a request, not a demand. 
 (Demands may evoke a fearful response and not paint a true picture.  

Requests are opportunities for selfless service.) 
 
4. This will be a very unusual woman, for the planned test is physically 

demanding. 
 
5. The servant wants the best for Abraham and his son Isaac. 
 
6. The servant knows that his master’s son doesn’t need a woman who 

is hard to control, but one who is more passive in nature.  (Isaac 
probably could not have handled a personality like his mom for a wife.) 

 
Principle:  Wise servants seek the best for their master. 
 
Principles of Servant Prayers from this section: 
 
Principle 1:  Pray for success of the mission. 
 
Principle 2:  Pray for fulfillment of your master’s desires. 
 
Principle 3:  Pray for endorsement of your plans. 
 
Principle 4:  Pray for provision of the best. 
 
True Servants: 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 
2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 
4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
 
Genesis 24:15 = Before the Servant Finished the Prayer. 
 
And it came about before (tEREM = adverb of time) he (himself) had finished 
speaking, that behold, Rebekah (her name means “a cord with a noose” 
indicating that she ensnares men by her beauty) who was born to Bethuel the 
son of Milcah, the wife of Abraham's brother Nahor (would be a 2nd cousin), 
came out with her jar on her shoulder. (He didn’t yet know who she was, so 
this was related later, probably when he was telling Abraham about the 
journey) 
 



 14

24:15 L.T.  And it came about before he himself had finished speaking, that 
behold, Rebekah who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of 
Abraham's brother Nahor, came out with her jar on her shoulder.  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant’s prayer was being answered while he was praying it. 
 
2. God often rewards faithfulness in miraculous ways. 
 
3. True faithfulness doesn’t need the miracles. 
 
4. God’s wisdom was available before creation, so why not use it? 
 Prov 8:22-28 
"The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old. 23 
"From everlasting I was established, From the beginning, from the earliest times 
of the earth. 24 "When there were no depths I was brought forth, When there 
were no springs abounding with water. 25 "Before the mountains were settled, 
Before the hills I was brought forth; 26 While He had not yet made the earth and 
the fields, Nor the first dust of the world. 27 "When He established the heavens, I 
was there, When He inscribed a circle on the face of the deep, 28 When He 
made firm the skies above, When the springs of the deep became fixed,  
 
Principle:  The Lord knows our needs before we ask.  Matt 6:5-9 
"And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by 
men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 "But you, when you pray, 
go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father 
who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you. 7 "And when 
you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they 
suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 "Therefore do not be like 
them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.  
 
Genesis 24:16 = Wow! 
 
And the girl (NA’ARAH = young lady of marriageable age) was very beautiful, 
a virgin (BeTULAH = 1st of 50x; called an ‘ALMAH in 24:43 {same word in Isa 
7:14}; some think she was identified as such because she wore no veil and 
her beauty could be seen; by the 13th century B.C., veils were worn only by 
married women), and no man had had relations (known, as Adam did with 
Eve) with her; and she went down to the spring and filled her jar, and came up.  
 
24:16 L.T.  And the girl was very beautiful, a virgin, and no man had had 
relations with her; and she went down to the spring and filled her jar, and 
came up.  
 
Summary: 
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1. Rebekah’s beauty was great and she was a virgin. 
 
2. Virginity is to be held in high regard. 
 
3. There was evidently steps down to the spring, so drawing water was 

an “up and down” matter. 
 
4. At some point he found out she was a virgin. 
 
Genesis 24:17 = The Servant Wastes No Time. 
 
Then the servant ran (what Abraham did when the three men arrived, he ran 
to them and then ran to the herd) to meet her, and said, "Please (he remains 
a gentleman, no intentional intimidation) let me drink a little water from your 
jar." 
 
24:17 L.T.  Then the servant ran to meet her, and said, "Please let me drink 
a little water from your jar."  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant is excited about this prospect. 
 
2. He puts his plan into motion, not yet knowing who she is. 
 
Principle:  Mature servants do not let excitement negate gentleness. 
 
Genesis 24:18 = Her Invitation. 
 
And she said, "Drink, my lord"; and she quickly lowered her jar (no hesitation) to 
her hand, and gave him a drink. (on her shoulder) 
 
24:18 L.T.  And she said, "Drink, my lord"; and she quickly lowered her jar 
to her hand, and gave him a drink.  
 
Principle:  True servants willingly display hospitality. 1 Peter 4:7-11 
The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit 
for the purpose of prayer. 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, 
because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint. 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
 
Genesis 24:19 = What a Human Being! 
 
Now when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will draw also for your 
camels until they have finished drinking." 
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24:19 L.T.  Now when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will 
draw also for your camels until they have finished drinking."  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant must have been nearly ecstatic. 
 
2. Her offer was based on hospitality coming from her freedom and 

willingness to serve others. 
 
Genesis 24:20 = She Completes the Task. 
 
So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, and ran (the servant ran to meet 
her, she ran to complete her offer) back to the well to draw, and she drew for 
all his camels.  (this could easily have been 100 trips up and down.) 
 
24:20 LT.  So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, and ran back to 
the well to draw, and she drew for all his camels.  
 
Principle:  True servants abundantly serve. 
 
Genesis 24:21 = Awestruck? 
 
Meanwhile, the man was gazing (Hith Ptc SHA’AH = 1x; to gaze at, stare; he 
was watching her work; chauvinist? No!) at her in silence, to know whether 
the Lord had made his journey successful or not. 
 
24:21 L.T.  Meanwhile, the man was gazing at her in silence, to know 
whether the Lord had made his journey successful or not.  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant was not finished with his list of qualifications. 
 
2. He was first attracted to her beauty but that was not the primary 

basis for his decision.  (Beauty is only skin deep but ugly goes clear to 
the bone. Beauty was an extra blessing in what he was looking for.) 

 
3. The servant’s requirements were fulfilled, but he did not yet know if 

his master’s were fulfilled.  (From his relatives and not a Canaanite.) 
 
4. Subjectivity occurs when emotions supersede wisdom. 
 
Principle:  First observations must not be the sole basis of important 
decisions. 
(Just because it all looks good still does not mean it is right. Unanswered 
prayers.) 
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Genesis 24:22 = Grace Offerings. 
 
Then it came about, when the camels had finished drinking (she completed the 
task), that the man took a gold ring (this could be an earring {Exo 35:22}, 
nose ring {Prv 11:22}, or ornament for he forehead {Eze 126:12}, or simply a 
ring for the finger) weighing a half-shekel and two bracelets for her wrists 
weighing ten shekels in gold, (this is about 4.2 oz., worth over $4200 today.  
Valuable jewelry by anyone’s standards.) 
 
24:22 L.T.  Then it came about, when the camels had finished drinking, that 
the man took a gold ring weighing a half-shekel and two bracelets for her 
wrists weighing ten shekels in gold,  
 
Summary: 
1. Rebekah passed both the servanthood and character tests.   
 (Took on the task and completed it.) 
 
2. The servant’s gift could have probably hired any of the women or 

men to water his camels. 
 
3. The servant’s reward is solely for her service, for he does not know 

yet if she meets all the qualifications for Isaac. 
 
Principle:  True servants view a well accomplished deed as their payment. 
Col 3:23 
 
Principle:  Mature believers generously reward unselfish service.  (tips) 
 
Genesis 24:23 = More Questions. 
 
and said, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room for us to lodge 
in your father's house?"  
 
24:23 L.T.  and said, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there 
room for us to lodge in your father's house?"  
 
- The servant is still the gentleman and asks the key questions. 
 
Genesis 24:24 = One Right Answer. 
 
And she said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, whom she 
bore to Nahor." 
 
24:24 L.T.  And she said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of 
Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor."  
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- The servant had to be on the edge of his camel awaiting an answer. 
 
Genesis 24:25 = Another Right Answer. 
 
Again she said to him, "We have plenty of both straw and feed, and room to 
lodge in." 
 
24:25 L.T.  Again she said to him, "We have plenty of both straw and feed, 
and room to lodge in."  
 
Summary: 
1. She offered the hospitality of her house. 
 
2. Hospitality includes: (From ancient times to the present) 
 A. The filling of another’s needs out of respect. 
 B. Treating one’s guest as an equal, including strangers. 
 C. Protection while under one’s care. 
 D. Guidance to continue their journey. 
 
Principle:  Hospitality is part of the life of a True Servant. 
(not turned off and on, but part of who one is) 
 
Genesis 24:26 = Kneeling Before God for Answered Prayer. 
 
Then the man bowed low and worshiped the Lord. 
 
24:26 L.T.  Then the man bowed low and worshiped the Lord.  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant chose to respond to the grace of the Lord. 

(He made the camels kneel.  He chose to kneel.) 
 
2. His thanksgiving pours forth for the Lord’s guidance to this point. 

(He asked for a “sign.” This woman goes the extra mile.  He asked for a 
drink, she watered his camels. She could fill Sarah’s shoes in Isaac’s life. 
The only question left is “will she?”) 

 
Principle:  True Servants worship their heavenly Master for His grace when 
He fulfills answers their petitions and intercessions. 
(He served Abraham, faithfully, honestly and without reservation.  He worshipped 
his master’s Master.) 
 
Genesis 24:27 = The Servant Blesses God. 
 
And he said, "Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not 
forsaken His lovingkindness (CHESEDH = loyal love) and His truth (‘EMETH = 
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1st of 127x; firmness, faithfulness, reliability, truth) toward my master; as for 
me, the Lord has guided me in the way to the house of my master's brothers." 
 
24:27 L.T.  And he said, "Blessed be Yahweh, Elohim of my adonai 
Abraham, who has not forsaken His lovingkindness and His truth toward 
my adonai; as for me, the Lord has guided me in the way to the house of 
my adonai's brothers."  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant blesses Yahweh Elohim for His faithfulness to his 

earthly master. 
 
2. Blessing God: 
 A. Displays love for earthly authorities. 

B. Recognizes what He has done in guiding one’s path. 
C. Recognizes His consistent love is worthy of blessing. 
D. Recognizes His unwavering truth is worthy of trust. 

 E. Praises Him for all the good things. 
 
Principles:  True Servants are not reserved in worship of their heavenly 
Master. 
 
True Servants: 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 
2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 
4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
 
Genesis 24:28 = Rebekah Still Running. 
 
Then the girl ran (she runs again) and told her mother's household (indicates 
that Bethuel may have had more than one wife, but we do not know for 
certain) about these things. (The man, the camels, the gold, the bowing 
before the Lord.) 
 
24:28 L.T.  Then the girl ran and told her mother's household about these 
things.  
 
Genesis 24:29 = Laban Runs to Meet the Servant. 
 
Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban (LABAN = white, fair 

complexion; he would become Jacob’s father-in-law when Jacob 
went to seek a wife); and Laban ran outside to the man at the spring 
(summary verse, with explanation to follow; why was this man 
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running?  We will see his true colors later, but he loved 
money/gold.). 

 
24:29 L.T.  Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban; and Laban 
ran outside to the man at the spring.  
 
Genesis 24:30 = Laban Runs Faster. 
 
And it came about that when he saw the ring, and the bracelets on his sister's 
wrists, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, "This is what 
the man said to me," he went to the man; and behold, he was standing by the 
camels at the spring. 
 
24:30 L.T.  And it came about that when he saw the ring, and the bracelets 
on his sister's wrists, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, 
saying, "This is what the man said to me," he went to the man; and behold, 
he was standing by the camels at the spring.  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant maintains his composure and waits by the spring 

instead of following Rebekah to her home. 
 
2. That could have been perceived as a threat. 
 
3. Laban get some idea of the wealth the servant brought and Rebekah 

still doesn’t know why he is there. 
 
Principle: Wise servants continue to think during emotional times. 
 
Genesis 24:31 = Laban the “Hospitable.” 
 
And he said, "Come in, blessed (Qal Pas Ptc BARAK = you who are being 
blessed; Laban does not know who he is or why he is there, but sees this 
man as wealthy; more than likely what got the “spring” in his step) of the 
Lord! Why do you stand outside since I have prepared (Piel PF PANAH = to 
clear confusion; negative entropy, energy put into system to bring about 
order; like when your in-laws call and are minutes away for an unexpected 
visit) the house, and a place for the camels?" 
 
24:31 L.T.  And he said, "Come in, blessed of the Lord! Why do you stand 
outside since I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels?"  
 
Summary: 
1. Laban heard the story, saw the wealth and ran to it. 
 
2. He is lot like his cousin Lot. 
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3. He couples love of money with divination.  Cf 30:27 
 
4. He exhibits pseudo-hospitality, which is manipulation. 
 
Genesis 24:32 = Laban the “Servant.” 
 
So the man entered the house. Then Laban unloaded the camels, and he gave 
straw and feed to the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men 
who were with him. 
 
24:32 L.T.  So the man entered the house. Then Laban unloaded the 
camels, and he gave straw and feed to the camels, and water to wash his 
feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Laban unloads the camels to see what they are carrying. 
 
2. He provides water to wash the feet, but does not offer to wash them 

or have them washed. 
 
Genesis 24:33 = Business First, Food Later. 
 
But when food was set before him to eat, he said, "I will not eat (LO + Qal IPF 
‘AKAL = strong negative) until I have told my business." And he said, "Speak 
on." 
 
24:33 L.T.  But when food was set before him to eat, he said, "I will not eat 
until I have told my business." And he said, "Speak on."  
 
Principle:  Fulfilling a mission requires concentration. 
 
Genesis 24:34 = Personal Introduction. 
 
So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. 
 
24:34 L.T.  So he said, "I am Abraham's servant.  
 
- notice what is not recorded. The servant did not give his name and it 

appears that Laban didn’t even care about him, but he did care about 
the things he brought. 

- He is going to tell Laban what brought him there. 
 
Genesis 24:35 = Introduction of His Master. 
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And the Lord has greatly (MEODH = exceedingly) blessed my master, so that he 
has become rich (GHADHOL = great, in every regard, not just wealth which 
is described); and He has given him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and 
servants and maids, and camels and donkeys. (everything that denoted wealth 
in the ancient world.) 
 
24:35 L.T.  And Yahweh has greatly blessed my adonai, so that he has 
become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, 
and servants and maids, and camels and donkeys.  
 
Genesis 24:36 = The Blessing and the Heir. 
 
Now Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master in her old age; and he has 
given him all that he has. (Isaac is not mentioned by name. His name means 
“laughter” but could be taken wrongly, so he does not mention it for it 
might sidetrack the discussion with an unneeded explanation.  The servant 
cuts out the “fat” of the explanation.) 
 
24:36 L.T. Now Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my adonai in her old 
age; and he has given him all that he has.  
 
Genesis 24:37 = The Assignment Do Not’s. 
 
And my master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 
 
24:37 L.T.  And my master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live;  
 
Genesis 24:38 = The Assignment Do’s. 
 
but you shall go to my father's house, and to my relatives, and take a wife for my 
son.' 
 
24:38 L.T.  but you shall go to my father's house, and to my relatives, and 
take a wife for my son.'  
 
Genesis 24:39 = The Freedom to Choose. 
 
"And I said to my master, 'Suppose the woman does not follow me.' 
 
24:39 L.T.  "And I said to my master, 'Suppose the woman does not follow 
me.'  
 
Genesis 24:40 = The Prophet’s Promise. 
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"And he said to me, 'The Lord, before whom I have walked (encapsulates what 
Abraham said for Abraham said, “who took me from my father’s house and 
from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me, and who swore to me 
saying, ‘to your seed I will give this land’), will send His angel with you to 
make your journey successful, and you will take a wife for my son from my 
relatives, and from my father's house; 
 
24:40 L.T.  "And he said to me, ‘Yahweh, before whom I have walked, will 
send His angel with you to make your journey successful, and you will take 
a wife for my son from my relatives, and from my father's house;  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant relates the promise he received from Abraham but omits 

the promise that God gave to him. 
 
2. This group of manipulators would probably want to go with Rebekah 

to the land promised to Abraham. 
 
3. The servant knew that Abraham didn’t want to be around them. 
 
Genesis 24:41 = The Prophet’s Guidance. 
 
then you will be free from my oath, when you come to my relatives; and if they do 
not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.' 
 
24:41 L.T.  then you will be free from my oath, when you come to my 
relatives; and if they do not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.'  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant tells the important parts of the narrative that brought 

him to Ur. 
 
2. The custom of the day was that the family had to give their consent. 
 
Principle:  Wise stewards recognize social customs and seek to abide by 
them during their mission. 
 
- after telling them why he is there, he begins to relate what happened 

today. 
 
Genesis 24:42 = The Servant’s Prayer. 
 
"So I came today to the spring, and said, 'O Lord, the God of my master 
Abraham, if now You will make my journey on which I go successful; 
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24:42 L.T.  "So I came today to the spring, and said, ‘Yahweh, Elohim of my 
adonai Abraham, if now You will make my journey on which I go 
successful;  
 
Genesis 24:43 = The Specifics-A Request. 
 
behold, I am standing by the spring, and may it be that the maiden (‘ALMAH = 
1st of 7x; cf Isa 7:14; virgin) who comes out to draw, and to whom I say, 
"Please let me drink a little water from your jar"; 
 
24:43 L. T.  behold, I am standing by the spring, and may it be that the 
virgin who comes out to draw, and to whom I say, "Please let me drink a 
little water from your jar";  
 
Genesis 24:44 = The Specific Requirement. 
 
and she will say to me, "You drink, and I will draw for your camels also"; let her 
be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master's son. '   
 
24:44 L.T.  and she will say to me, "You drink, and I will draw for your 
camels also"; let her be the woman whom Yahweh has appointed for my 
adonai's son. '   
 
Genesis 24:45 = The Fulfillment-He Asks. 
 
"Before I had finished speaking in my heart (it was a prayer), behold, Rebekah 
came out with her jar on her shoulder, and went down to the spring and drew; 
and I said to her, 'Please let me drink.' 
 
24:45 L.T.  "Before I had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah 
came out with her jar on her shoulder, and went down to the spring and 
drew; and I said to her, 'Please let me drink.'  
 
Genesis 24:46 = Rebekah Fulfills His Prayer. 
 
"And she quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will 
water your camels also'; so I drank, and she watered the camels also. 
 
24:46 L.T.  "And she quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder, and said, 
'Drink, and I will water your camels also'; so I drank, and she watered the 
camels also.  
 
Genesis 24:47 = The Master’s Requirement. 
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Then I asked her, and said, 'Whose daughter are you?' And she said, 'The 
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him'; and I put the ring on 
her nose, and the bracelets on her wrists. 
 
24:47 L.T.  Then I asked her, and said, 'Whose daughter are you?' And she 
said, 'The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him'; and 
I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her wrists.  
 
Genesis 24:48 = The Servant’s Response. 
 
And I bowed low and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my 
master Abraham, who had guided me in the right way to take the daughter of my 
master's kinsman for his son. 
 
24:48 L.T.  And I bowed low and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, 
the God of my master Abraham, who had guided me in the right way to take 
the daughter of my master's kinsman for his son.  
 
Genesis 24:49 = It’s Your Decision. 
 
So now if you are going to deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me; and if 
not, let me know, that I may turn to the right hand or the left." 
 
24:49 L.T.  So now if you are going to deal kindly and truly with my master, 
tell me; and if not, let me know, that I may turn to the right hand or the left."  
 
Summary: 
1. There is a testimony behind this divine arrangement. 
 A. There is factual history. 
 B. There is divine directive. 
 C. There is divine guidance. 
 D. There is a point. 
 
2. The servant’s mission will be accomplished with or without this 

family’s consent. 
 
3. If they reject this he will continue his search. 
 (he will probably not eat either) 
 
Principle:  Fulfillment of the mission is often affected by the testimony of 
God’s guidance. 
 
True Servants: 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 
2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 
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4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
 
Genesis 24:50 = Family Orientation to Yahweh. 
 
Then Laban and Bethuel (Laban is mentioned first so it indicates that he was 
speaking for the family. Looks like he had taken over the family although 
not the authority) answered and said, "The matter comes from the Lord; so we 
cannot speak to you bad (RA’ = evil, bad) or good. 
 
24:50 L.T.  Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The matter comes 
from Yahweh; so we cannot speak to you bad or good.  
 
Summary: 
1. Yahweh was one of many gods to this part of the family, but at least 

they had a respect or a superstition about Him. 
 
2. They indicate that they will not make the decision, that it is left to 

Rebekah.  Cf 39-40 (their consent, her consent; not a bad answer) 
 
Genesis 24:51 = The Family Consent to Marriage. 
 
Behold, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and let her be the wife of your 
master's son, as the Lord has spoken." 
 
24:51 L.T.  Behold, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and let her be 
the wife of your adonai’s son, as Yahweh has spoken."  
 
Summary: 
1. Rebekah was evidently there during this conversation and gave her 

consent. 
 
2. These were the words the servant was hoping to hear. 
 
Genesis 24:52 = The Servant’s Thanksgiving to Yahweh. 
 
And it came about when Abraham's servant heard their words, that he bowed 
himself to the ground before the Lord. (right there in front of them, notice that 
they didn’t join in.) 
 
24:52 L.T.  And it came about when Abraham's servant heard their words, 
that he bowed himself to the ground before the Lord.  
 
Principle:  True Servants are deeply thankful to the Lord for answered 
prayers. 
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Genesis 24:53 = The Dowry. 
 
And the servant brought out articles of silver and articles of gold, and garments, 
and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave precious things to her brother and to 
her mother. (this is what Laban was waiting for) 
 
24:53 L.T.  And the servant brought out articles of silver and articles of 
gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave precious 
things to her brother and to her mother.  
 
Genesis 24:54 = Now Food. 
 
Then he and the men (first time we hear about the other men; probably 
bodyguards of some kind for all the valuables he was carrying and the 
extremely valuable cargo he would be returning with) who were with him ate 
and drank and spent the night. When they arose in the morning, he said, "Send 
me away to my master." 
 
24:54 L.T.  Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and 
spent the night. When they arose in the morning, he said, "Send me away 
to my adonai."  
 
Principle:  Wise Servants place their mission first. 
 
Genesis 24:55 = True Colors. 
 
But her brother and her mother (not dad) said, "Let the girl stay with us a few 
days, say ten; afterward she may go." 
 
24:55 L.T.  But her brother and her mother said, "Let the girl stay with us a 
few days, say ten; afterward she may go."  
 
Summary: 
1. Rebekah’s absence will be a real loss to her family and mom doesn’t 

want her to leave just yet.  (Laban is losing a servant girl) 
 
2. It is clearly a ploy to delay the departure. (evidence in next verse) 
 
Genesis 24:56 = The Servant’s Wisdom. 
 
And he said to them, "Do not delay me, since the Lord has prospered my way. 
Send me away that I may go to my master." 
 
24:56 L.T.  And he said to them, "Do not delay me, since the Lord has 
prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my master."  
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Summary: 
1. The servant clearly tells them to stop the delay tactics. 
 (they could work on her to stay, then the dowry might come into question) 
 
2. This would give Satan ten days to work his “magic” and affect the 

mission.  (He does not want Isaac to have a wife and produce a child. He 
would love to put doubts into everyone’s mind.) 

 
3. The servant’s mission is not complete until he returns to his master. 
 
Principle:  Beware of unnecessary delays in the fulfillment of a mission. 
  
Genesis 24:57 = Now They Ask Rebekah. 
 
And they said, "We will call the girl and consult her wishes." 
 
24:57 L.T.  And they said, "We will call the girl and consult her wishes." 
 
Summary: 
1. Laban tries another delay by putting Rebekah on the spot. 
(He could be trying to appease mom or he may think she doesn’t really want to 
leave or is afraid. Could be a combination of good/bad intentions, with most of 
them being bad.) 
 
2. A common tactic of unscrupulous negotiators is to try to change the 

terms after the contract has been made to get more money.  (Oh, you 
want her today?  Laban knew what was on the camels.  Later on we will 
see just how greedy he is.) 

 
Genesis 24:58 = Think She Will Go? 
 
Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" And she 
said, "I will go." 
 
24:58 L.T.  Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this 
man?" And she said, "I will go." 
 
Summary: 
1. Rebekah’s decision seems to be given with no hesitation at all. 
 
2. She was probably ready to leave this group of manipulators. 
(There was no hesitation in letting her go with a rich man to meet an unknown 
heir. After all, the price was right.) 
 
Genesis 24:59 = Rebekah’s Departure. 
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Thus they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse (verse 61 tells us she 
also had some maids with her) with Abraham's servant and his men. 
 
24:59 L.T.  Thus they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse with 
Abraham's servant and his men.  
 
Genesis 24:60 = The Family Blessing. 
 
And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, "May you (feminine singular 
personal pronoun; this is a bigger issue than seen on the surface), our 
sister (led by Laban), Become thousands of ten thousands, And may your 
descendants possess The gate of those who hate them."  
 
24:60 L.T.  And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 
"May you, our sister, become thousands of ten thousands, 
And may your descendants possess the gate of those who hate them."  
 
Summary: 
1. The problem with the “blessing” is that it is totally on Rebekah. 
 
2. It is not a “prayer” to be part of the blessings to Abraham or his son, 

but rather that she become the “queen” of a new group of 
conquering people. 

 
3. It is a subtle distortion of the Abrahamic Covenant.  Cf 22:17 
 
4. It is tied to the idolatry of the Sumerian region. 

A. Their pantheon consisted of gods who were manlike in form 
but superhuman and immortal. 

B. It was broken down to seven gods who decree the fates, and 
fifty “great-gods,” some of whom create. 

C. The mother-goddess was Ninhursag meaning “exalted lady” 
who was also known as Nintu, meaning “the lady who gave 
birth.” 

 
5. They are encouraging Rebekah to promote herself and thus gain 

control over Abraham’s blessings.   
 (I am sure there was an underlying thought by Laban to “remember your 

brother when you come into your kingdom.” He probably wanted her to 
stay there for some training and instruction on how to bring this about.) 

 
Principle:  False servants seek to steal others’ blessings. 
 
Principle:  True servants rely on the truth to accomplish the mission. 
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True Servants: 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 
2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 
4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
 
Genesis 24:61 = Rebekah Wastes no Time. 
 
Then Rebekah arose with her maids (not just her nurse; at least two), and they 
mounted the camels and followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and 
departed (walked).  
 
24:61 L.T.  Then Rebekah arose with her maids, and they mounted the 
camels and followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and walked.  
 
Genesis 24:62 = Isaac’s Situation. 
 
Now Isaac had come from going to Beer-lahai-roi; (between Kadesh and 
Bered; the “well of the one who lives and sees,” as named by Hagar in 
16:14 after Sarah had sent her away.  Isaac had a problem, his mother was 
dead and he was greatly upset) for he was living in the Negev. 
 
24:62 L.T.  Now Isaac had come from going to Beer-lahai-roi; for he was 
living in the Negev.  
 
Genesis 24:63 = Isaac’s Musings. 
 
And Isaac went out to meditate (Qal Inf Cons SUACH = 1x; to think about a 
dilemma, to meditate; he had been involved in self-pity, went to a place that 
would remind him to think about the living one who knows everything) in 
the field toward evening (where mom was buried?); and he lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, camels were coming. (there is no indication that he 
knew of this trip. He had moved away from home.) 
 
24:63 L.T.  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening; and 
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, camels were coming. 
 
Genesis 24:64 = Rebekah Sees Isaac. 
 
And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from 
the camel.  (It is like she had a sense of who it was, probably received 
somewhat of a description during the 30 day trip, knew she was getting 
close.  Did they return via the trade route or across the desert?) 
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24:64 L.T.  And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she 
dismounted from the camel.  
 
Genesis 24:65 = Isaac Identified. 
 
And she said to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the field to meet us?" 
And the servant said, "He is my master." Then she took her veil and covered 
herself. 
 
24:65 L.T.  And she said to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the 
field to meet us?" And the servant said, "He is my adonai." Then she took 
her veil and covered herself.  
 
Summary: 
1. The servant calls his master’s son his master. 
 
2. Isaac will not get to look immediately at her unveiled beauty. 
 
3. The veil marks the betrothal to marriage, but also provides a test for 

Isaac. 
 
4. She accepted him by faith, sight unseen and he would have to do the 

same. 
 
Principle:  True servants embrace their position and mission. 
 
Genesis 24:66 = The Testimony Told to Isaac. 
 
And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done 
 
24:66 L.T.  And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.  
 
- The testimony is given again.  One more time it will be given to 

Abraham. 
- The story includes the “Tale of the Ten Camels.” 
 
Genesis 24:67 = Isaac and Rebekah Married. 
 
Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took Rebekah, and 
she became his wife; and he loved her; thus Isaac was comforted (Niph IPF + 
w.c. NACHAM = to repent, change the mind from self-pity to comfort) after 
his mother's death.  
 
24:67 L.T.  Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took 
Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her; thus Isaac was 
comforted after his mother's death.  



 32

 
Summary: 
1. Isaac saw the hand of God as he looked at the veiled Rebekah. 
 
2. No hesitation appears in Isaac as he finally accepts God plan for his 

life. 
 
3. Isaac was probably mad at God for taking his mom and thought the 

void could never be filled, thus he had been involved in self-pity and 
living in sin.  (part of grieving process) 

 
4. Identification of a spouse should focus on the beauty of the soul 

first, before the beauty of the body.  Isaac got both. 
 
Principle:  One realization of God’s blessing can remove self-pity. 
 
Principle:  True servants complete the mission. 
 
True Servants: William Carey:  Expect great things from God.  Attempt 
great things for God. 
 
1. Accept tough Assignments.  24:1-9 

- Pray to honorably serve their master, listen, question, 
comprehend, decide. 

2. Prepare with Prayer.  24:10-14 
 - Pray, think, develop a plan, pray. 
3. Love their Lord(s).  24:15-27 

- Starts with heavenly Master, seeks to please earthly master(s) 
as well in an honorable fashion. 

4. Major on the Mission.  24:28-49 
- Deal with distractions.  Emotions, good and bad. Take care of 

business first, and depending on the intensity of the 
assignment, even before personal needs. Notice that his 
camels were watered and cared for before he stated his 
business. 

5. Trust the Truth.  24:50-60 
- There is no need to fabricate anything. Tell it like it is, even if it 

is “miraculous.” Things that would lead one on a “rabbit trail” 
and harm fulfillment of the mission need not be brought up. 

6. Complete the Course.  24:61-67 
- Find unfinished tasks that were either duly assigned or 

volunteered for and seek to get them completed. 
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Genesis 25 

  
2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 

   a. A Servant’s Assignment.  24:1-9 
   b. A Servant’s Prayer.  24:10-14 
   c. A Servant’s Thanksgiving.  24:15-27 
   d. A Servant’s Focus.  24:28-49 
   e. A Servant’s Trust.  24:50-60 
   f. A Servant’s Success.  24:61-67 
   g. Abraham’s Final Years.  25:1-11 
 
Genesis 25:1 = Abraham’s New Wife. 
 
Now Abraham took (Hiph IPF + w.c. YASAPH = to add, increase + LAQACH = 
to take; Now Abraham increased and took) another wife, whose name was 
Keturah (her name is only mentioned 4x; cf 25:4 and 1 Chr 1:32-33 where 
she is called a “concubine.” She is also referred to as that in 25:6. The 
noun form means “incense” and is used in the Holy Place in Exodus 30 at 
the altar of incense; verb form means to offer incense and denotes prayer; 
here an answer to prayer). 
 
25:1 L.T.  Now Abraham increased and took a wife, whose name was 
Keturah.  
 
Summary: 
1. Isaac was not the only one to miss Sarah. 
 
2. Keturah was evidently an answer to Abraham’s prayers. 
 
Genesis 25:2 = Six More Sons. 
 
And she bore to him Zimran (2x; 1 Chr 1:32) and Jokshan (also in 1 Chr 1:32) 
and Medan (same) and Midian (developed into a large group; Moses fled to 
their land; married the daughter of Jethro, a Midianite priest; the Midianites 
became foes which required defeat during the conquest and one time the 
Jews were under their authority during the time of the Judges) and Ishbak 
(2x; 1 Chr 1:32)  and Shuah (2x; 1 Chr 1:32). 
 
25:2 L.T.  And she bore to him Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian 
and Ishbak and Shuah.  
 
Genesis 25:3 = Two Grandsons and Three Great-Grandsons. 
 
And Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan (also sons of Cush by 
that name). And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim (2x; 2 Sam 2:9; not the 
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Assyrians who were brothers to Arpachshad cf 10:22) and Letushim (1x) and 
Leummim (1x) (‘IM endings denote “the people of” and are titles for tribes). 
 
25:3 L.T.  And Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan. And the 
sons of Dedan were Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim.  
 
Genesis 25:4 = Five More Grandsons. 
 
And the sons of Midian were Ephah (fairly common name; known for their 
camels; Isa 60:6) and Epher and Hanoch (same as “Enoch”) and Abida and 
Eldaah (this group just mentioned here and in 1 Chr 1). All these were the 
sons of Keturah. 
 
25:4 L.T.  And the sons of Midian were Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and 
Abida and Eldaah. All these were the sons of Keturah.  
 
Genesis 25:5 = The Heir. 
 
Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac; 
 
25:5 L.T.  Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac;  
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham is living the Covenant. 
 A. One from his own body was to be his heir.  15:4 
 B. The heir would be a son through Sarah.  17:16 
 C. The Covenant would be passed through Isaac.  17:19 
 
2. At a “ripe old age” he begins to see the multiple descendents 

promise taking shape. 
 
3. This includes all his wealth: 

A. Physical things.  24:35  flocks, herds, silver, gold, servants, 
maids, camels and donkeys. 

 B. Spiritual things. 
 
4. Isaac is now approaching age 75 and has two sons of his own. 
 
5. This is known as the “birthright” or “inheritance” and includes: 
 A. Rulership of the family. 
 B. Priesthood. 
 C. Wealth. 
 
Principle:  Beware that overt blessing does not distract from spiritual 
responsibilities. 
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Genesis 25:6 = The Gifts. 
 
but to the sons of his concubines (PIYLeGeSH = 2nd of 37x; first use in 22:24 
referring to the concubine of Bethuel), Abraham gave gifts (MATANOTH = 1st 
of 17x; these are grace gifts; not given as an inheritance or wage) while he 
was still living (not part of a last will and testament to be distributed after his 
death), and sent them away from his son Isaac eastward, to the land of the east.  
 
25:6 L.T.  but to the sons of his concubines, Abraham gave grace gifts 
while he was still living, and sent them away from his son Isaac eastward, 
to the land of the east.  
 
Summary: 
1. The concubines were Hagar and Keturah. 
 
2. Concubines were viewed as holding lesser status in the family. 
 A. They had conjugal rights and often produced children. 
 B. They were under the authority of the husband and chief wife. 
 
3. Their children could be sent away as was Ishmael or blessed like the 

children of Bilhah and Zilpah, Jacob’s “concubines.”  35:22-26 
 
4. Abraham separated his sons to clearly identify his heir. 
 
Principle:  Great believers function with grace and truth. 
 
Genesis 25:7 = Abraham’s “Dash.” 
 
And these are all the years of Abraham's life that he lived, one hundred and 
seventy-five years. 
 
25:7 L.T.  And these are all the years of Abraham's life that he lived, one 
hundred and seventy-five years.  
 
Genesis 25:8 = Abraham’s Promotion. 
 
And Abraham breathed his last (Qal IPF + w.c. GAWA’ = 3rd of 24x; to expire, 
exhale for the last time; marker of physical death) and died (MUTH = marker 
of departure of soul) in a ripe old age (SHIBAH = 2nd of 19x; gray headed as a 
mark of old age + TOBH = good; i.e. with a good head of gray hair), an old 
man and satisfied (SABEAH = 1st of 8x; full, satiated with either good or bad) 
with life; and he was gathered (Niph IPF + w.c. YASAPH = was added) to his 
people. 
 
25:8 L.T.  And Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old 
man and satisfied with life; and he was gathered to his people.  
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Summary: 
1. God promised this kind of death to Abraham.  Cf 15:15 
And as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a 
good old age. 
 
2. Gray hair is viewed as an honor from the Lord.  Prov 16:31-32 
A gray head is a crown of glory; It is found in the way of righteousness. 32 He 
who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit, than 
he who captures a city.  Prov 20:29 The glory of young men is their strength, 
And the honor of old men is their gray hair. 
 
3. A few examples are given of those who were satisfied with their life: 
 A. Job.  Job 42:17 
 B. Isaac.  Gen 35:29 
 C. David.  1 Chr 29:28 
 
4. Satisfaction with life begins with respect for the Lord.  Prov 19:23 
The fear of the Lord leads to life, So that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by 
evil.  
 
5. Being “full of life” included: 
 A. Life with his wife Sarah. 
 B. Military victory. 
 C. Economic prosperity. 
 D. Family life. 
 E. Social life.  (3 visitors) 
 F. Friends.  (Aner, Eschol, Mamre) 
 G. Allies.  (Abimelech) 
 H. Trustworthy assistants. (Eliezer) 
 I. Promises from God. 
 J. Victory in testing. 
 K. Spiritual Maturity. 
 L. Dying in faith.  Heb 11:13 
 
6. Abraham went to Paradise, where believers who had previously died 

were waiting.  Luke 16:19-31 
 
7. Not all of these blessings are promised for everyone who obeys God. 
 A. Some will die a violent death. 
 B. Some will be at young ages. 
 C. Some will not have the time to be “filled up with life.” 
 
8. All Believers are promised to be “gathered to Christ’s people.” 
 1 Thes 4:13-18 
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Principle: For obedient believers any kind of physical death is a welcome  
promotion. Php 1:19-22 
For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and 
the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation 
and hope, that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, 
Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  
 
Genesis 25:9 = His Burial. 
 
Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the 
field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre, 
 
25:9 L.T.  Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 
Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing 
Mamre,  
 
Summary: 
1. Ishmael, one of the sons of the concubines, joined Isaac in burying 

their father. 
 
2. He and his offspring would settle in defiance of the line of Isaac.  
 Gen 25:18 
And they settled from Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt as one goes toward 
Assyria; he settled in defiance of all his relatives.  
 
Genesis 25:10 = Next to Sarah. 
 
the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth; there Abraham was 
buried with Sarah his wife. (this would be the burial place of all the 
patriarchs) 
 
25:10 L.T.  the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth; there 
Abraham was buried with Sarah his wife.  
 
Genesis 25:11 = Blessing on Isaac. 
 
And it came about after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; 
and Isaac lived by Beer-lahai-roi. (named by hagar in 16:14; the well of the 
one who lives and sees) 
 
25:11 L.T.  And it came about after the death of Abraham, that God blessed 
his son Isaac; and Isaac lived by Beer-lahai-roi.  
 
The Life of Abraham: 
1. Born to Terah in the land of Ur.  1950 B.C. 
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2. Left Ur for Haran with Terah and Lot. 
3. Left Haran after death of Terah.  1875 B.C. 
4. Spent some time in Egypt. 
5. Separated from Lot. 
6. Military victory. 
7. Ishmael born.  1864 B.C. 
8. Sodom and Gomorrah.  1851 B.C. 
9. Abimelech.  1851 B.C. 
10. Isaac born.  1850 B.C. 
11. Isaac weaned.  1845 B.C. 
12. Isaac offered.  c. 1832 B.C. 
13. Death of Sarah.  1813 B.C. 
14. Bride for Isaac.  1810 B.C. 
15. Married Keturah. 
16. Birth of Jacob and Esau.  1790 B.C. 
17. Death.  1775 B.C. 
 
Abraham’s Journey of Faith:   

Respected God.  
Attuned to God.  
Committed to obey God.  
Expected God to keep His promise.   
Reaped the blessings. 

 
Principle:  A Christian journey of faith produces an obedient life.  Gen 26:5 
 

2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 
   a. A Servant’s Assignment.  24:1-9 
   b. A Servant’s Prayer.  24:10-14 
   c. A Servant’s Thanksgiving.  24:15-27 
   d. A Servant’s Focus.  24:28-49 
   e. A Servant’s Trust.  24:50-60 
   f. A Servant’s Success.  24:61-67 
   g. Abraham’s Final Years.  25:1-11 
   h. Ishmael’s Descendants.  25:12-18 
 
Genesis 25:12 = Ishmael’s History. 
 
Now these are the records of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom 
Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maid, bore to Abraham; 
 
25:12 L.T.  Now these are the records of the generations of Ishmael, 
Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maid, bore to Abraham;  
 
Genesis 25:13 = Four Sons. 
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and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, in the order of 
their birth: Nebaioth, the first-born of Ishmael, and Kedar and Adbeel and 
Mibsam  
 
25:13 L.T.  and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, 
in the order of their birth: Nebaioth, the first-born of Ishmael, and Kedar 
and Adbeel and Mibsam  
 
Genesis 25:14 = Three Sons. 
 
and Mishma and Dumah and Massa, 
 
24:14 L.T.  and Mishma and Dumah and Massa,  
 
Genesis 25:15 = Five Sons. 
 
Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah.  
 
25:15 L.T.  Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah.  
 
Genesis 25:16 = Summary. 
 
These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages, and 
by their camps; twelve princes according to their tribes. 
 
25:16 L.T.  These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by 
their villages, and by their camps; twelve princes according to their tribes.  
 
-promise to Hagar and Abraham. 
 
Genesis 25:17 = Ishmael’s “Dash.” 
 
And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, one hundred and thirty-seven 
years; and he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people. 
 
25:17 L.T.  And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, one hundred and 
thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to 
his people.  
 
Genesis 25:18 = Ishmaelite’s Area and Attitude. 
 
And they settled from Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt as one goes toward 
Assyria; he settled in defiance of all his relatives. 
 
18 And they settled from Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt as one 
goes toward Assyria; he settled in defiance of all his relatives.  
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2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 

   a. A Servant’s Assignment.  24:1-9 
   b. A Servant’s Prayer.  24:10-14 
   c. A Servant’s Thanksgiving.  24:15-27 
   d. A Servant’s Focus.  24:28-49 
   e. A Servant’s Trust.  24:50-60 
   f. A Servant’s Success.  24:61-67 
   g. Abraham’s Final Years.  25:1-11 
   h. Ishmael’s Descendants.  25:12-18 
   i. Isaac’ Twins.  25:19-26 
 
Genesis 25:19 = The Generations of Isaac. 
 
Now these are the records of the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham 
became the father of Isaac;  
 
25:19 L.T.  Now these are the records of the generations of Isaac, 
Abraham's son: Abraham became the father of Isaac;  
 
Genesis 25:20 = Some Specifics. 
 
and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel 
the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife.  
 
25:20 L.T.  and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the 
Aramean, to be his wife.  
 
Paddan-aram is the translation of Mesopotamia. 
Descendent of Aram through Shem. 
 
Genesis 25:21 = Isaac’s Prayer. 
 
And Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was barren; and 
the Lord answered him and Rebekah his wife conceived.  
 
25:21 L.T. And Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she 
was barren; and the Lord answered him and Rebekah his wife conceived.  
 
- a novel idea.  Why not just take a concubine. 
 
Genesis 25:22 = Rebekah’s Prayer. 
 
But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If it is so, why then 
am I this way?" So she went to inquire of the Lord. 
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25:22 L.T. But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If it 
is so, why then am I this way?" So she went to inquire of the Lord.  
 
Genesis 25:23 = The Lord’s Answer. 
 
And the Lord said to her,  
"Two nations are in your womb;  
And two peoples shall be separated from your body; 
And one people shall be stronger than the other; 
And the older shall serve the younger."  
 
25:23 L.T.  And the Lord said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb; 
And two peoples shall be separated from your body; 
And one people shall be stronger than the other; 
And the older shall serve the younger."  
 
Genesis 25:24 = And It Was So. 
 
When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. 
 
25:24 L.T.  When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were 
twins in her womb.  
 
Genesis 25:25 = The Birth of Esau. 
 
Now the first came forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and they named him 
Esau.  
 
25:25 L.T.  Now the first came forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and 
they named him Esau.  
 
Genesis 25:26 = The Birth of Jacob. 
 
And afterward his brother came forth with his hand holding on to Esau's heel, so 
his name was called Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years old when she gave birth to 
them. 
 
25:26 L.T.  And afterward his brother came forth with his hand holding on 
to Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years 
old when she gave birth to them.  
 

2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 
   a. A Servant’s Assignment.  24:1-9 
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   b. A Servant’s Prayer.  24:10-14 
   c. A Servant’s Thanksgiving.  24:15-27 
   d. A Servant’s Focus.  24:28-49 
   e. A Servant’s Trust.  24:50-60 
   f. A Servant’s Success.  24:61-67 
   g. Abraham’s Final Years.  25:1-11 
   h. Ishmael’s Descendants.  25:12-18 
   i. Isaac’ Twins.  25:19-26 
   j. Their Differences.  25:27-34 
 
Genesis 25:27 = The Contrast of the Twins. 
 
When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but 
Jacob was a peaceful man, living in tents. 
 
25:27 L.T.  When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of 
the field; but Jacob was a peaceful man, living in tents.  
 
Genesis 24:28 = Parental Favorites. 
 
Now Isaac loved Esau, because he had a taste for game; but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. 
 
25:28 L.T.  Now Isaac loved Esau, because he had a taste for game; but 
Rebekah loved Jacob.  
 
Genesis 25:29 = The Setup. 
 
And when Jacob had cooked stew, Esau came in from the field and he was 
famished; 
 
25:29 L.T.  And when Jacob had cooked stew, Esau came in from the field 
and he was famished;  
 
Genesis 25:30 = The Hunger. 
 
and Esau said to Jacob, "Please let me have a swallow of that red stuff there, for 
I am famished." Therefore his name was called Edom. 
 
25:30 L.T.  and Esau said to Jacob, "Please let me have a swallow of that 
red stuff there, for I am famished." Therefore his name was called Edom.  
 
Genesis 25:31 = The Deal. 
 
But Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright."  
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25:31 But Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright."  
 
Genesis 25:32 = The Reasoning. 
 
And Esau said, "Behold, I am about to die; so of what use then is the birthright to 
me?" 
 
25:32 L.T.  And Esau said, "Behold, I am about to die; so of what use then 
is the birthright to me?"  
 
Genesis 25:33 = The Oath. 
 
And Jacob said, "First swear to me"; so he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 
Jacob. 
 
25:33 L.T.  And Jacob said, "First swear to me"; so he swore to him, and 
sold his birthright to Jacob.  
 
Genesis 25:34 = The Bottom Line. 
 
Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, and rose 
and went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.  
 
25:34 L.T.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and 
drank, and rose and went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.  
 
 


